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'I;l'iulm liﬂﬂn' of an
unlikely pair: a young
African-American

walked the streets of Erie,
Pa,, at dusk with his
grandfather, lighting the
streotlamps, Halore
Burleigh's and{ather
was o lamplighter, he was
a slove. Burleigh, who was
born in 1566, would go to
college. What o difference
a couple generations

Burlelgh inherited his
grandfother’'s love
music. Just as his grondli-
ther had sung the songs of
hin own upbringing as he
went about his task of
lnmplighting, =0 young
Burleigh begun to sing. He

me a member of the
St Paul's | Chaoir and
was a popular solotsd at

various churches uru.'l

At tho s
‘ﬂ::,m,ﬁf.‘wm

City and auditioned for a
new National
Conservatory of Music,
which offered froe tuition
to  falented  African-
Americans

It was n time when
“American musie® wns
coming into its own. The
yoar was 1590 and thoro
wis o m.mu'\rm
no and no
ﬂu'nlhwln" — yol. A

of wyalt
ﬂmﬂmm in Now Yor
'[:1‘}'
Europe's m‘mhﬂ living
composers to come to
America “to found an
?murlmn musie.” That

AMOUS COMpoOsSer was
Divorak.

What brought Ivorak
and Burleigh together at
the National Conservitory
of Music was not un'li' a
shared love of music, but
also shared backgrounds:
both had come from pretty
much nothing. When they
first met Bureich sang

one of

rituals, wﬂrh 0
leld  songe nﬁ‘
I.hmﬂi wis coptl-
ﬂlﬂi by what he
and he instantly os
Bur to become his
nssistant at the conserva.

u'\z;m: Burleigh, Dvorak

begn to discover that “an

mmd hmudf:dd'd not

to be crea it

nm:lnd to be dl-mury
contributed

ﬂmn. nstrel shows mw

Alncan-American  singers

singing and playing guitar,

palachions  create

the West offered

melunchaoly cowhoy songm,
Crooles in I..mlnlmm .gro-
duced Dixicland, and
Protestants cre-
their own brand of
hymna,
'lili'lﬂ.nwhﬂu Ivornk
became fascinated with
tho most authentic of new
world cultures — the
music and dance of the
Natve Amercans.
New York City must
have boen o fantastic place
for any immigrant coming

““When cultures collide

to this country from
Eastern Europe in 1890,
There were bustling cty
streets, elevated trans,
o busy whiarvos
an,

COUTAE, mgnul.-
like the Statue of Liberty
and Brooklyn Bridge,
All of this fermented in
the croative brain of
E!}:[]E::h along h“:m
r B ntun
slave mnmmﬂwtmhinu
Dvorak had taken in
“from the new world"
the ou of

M!l _“New rid
§ ny.
First performed to wild
fonfare and acclaim in
New York City in 1893,
today it is his most famous
work and one ol the maost
famous symphonies ever
writlen, It s a aym
of melodies and the vigo
of o new nation. It s not
b missod, and it will be
rformed by the Lims
_\*mplmlw Orchestr:
evening  al
\uuhlmlu Momonial Civai
Conter,



