Lima Symphony perio

By LUCIA DNRAD

The Lima Symphony Orchestra’s
seeond concert of the season Satur-
day evening was a celebration of
French music, inchsding a tribuie to
Joseph Firszt, former music direc-
torfeonductor of the orchestra.

Firszt, who died in August, begnun
hig 20veni teoure with the orches-
tra in 1967 and was responsible for
erowing Lhe ensembile from 50wl
untecr muEicans o 75 paid mmsi-
i, He olso began the orchesira's
rmmfﬁusr-]: with school programs,. mas-
ber classes and joint sponsorshap of
i L;hr;:!-‘urra Yoarth Un:li.ﬁlhai.p

b | Houfl, concertmactor was
the soloest for the official Firset trib-
rte, plaving the Miessonet Modita-

ion from “Thais. ™ According to LS50
soard meernber Barbarn Young, this
viez Firert's favorite piece.

Frixléric Massenet was the mest
vepected composer in linte 19th cen-
ury France, He was known best for
tis operas, partictilscly “Thaie ™

This meditation t= an interfude nesr
the end of the opera and provides an
opportunity for the leader of the or-
chestra to portray his sldll

Houlf, sccompanied by Jan Bishop
an harp, along with the full orches-
tra, provided a besutifit] perfor
munee of the work. The audience
was entranced by the soanng
ridodies and the sensitive and mus-
cal accompaniment of the orchestra.
Houff plaved with & warmith amnd
tenderiess that demonsirsted the
besuty of this particular plece. It was
o fitting tribute to Firszt's memory,

The first two works of the “official™

progrim sot the mydience up for

what was to come: in the evening —a
wery musical program pliaved eeoep-
tinnally well by our local orchestra. 1t
was evident that every section of the
orchesira had great mtonation and
was playine well as an ensemble

The Vierdi “Overture to I Vespri Ci-
cifiani” and Emile Waldtoafe]s
“Muee d'hscaux Polkn" were excit-

rms fittin

L ima AEUS ﬂ='-'

ing even Ihl:lugh lhef:rsl wondwind
ensemble in the polia sounded a bit
tentative. Both of these pieres were
exciting and enjoyahle, with the
polka’s dance rhythms beantifilly
perimrmed.

Ravel’s "Tlaphniz and Chlos™ was
aripnally written o= a hallet orore
for & very orchestra in the
early 15900k, The L30 performed
Suite No. 2, which Ravel ereated by
extreting the kst three works from
the ballet. The performance of this
work exhibited the LS50z shility to
create an exiuisite balance of volces.

Some may wonder why the saooo-
phone would be consdered for a cons
cert featuring French orchestral
miu=ie when most sssociate it with
Jjazz genmes. The saxophon: was in-

vented by Adolphe Saxcin 1841, while

he was fiving in Pariz. He intended 1t
to b an orchestral instrument. and
several French compiesers, mcluding
Henri Tomasi, wrote orchestral
pieces featuring the socophone.

Actunlly, the saocophons blends ax-
trecrdinarily well with {he orchestra
and Jeffrey Loeffert demonstrated
that Sxiwrday night. Loeffert, 2007
winmer of the Lima Symphony
Friends of the Orchestra concerto
competition, has atudied in Poris.

He demonsirabed o mastery of the
instrument, clesn and articulate pas-
sage work, warm and clear tone, and
a masicality that is enmatched by
more well-known saxophonizts. Tt's
eviderit why he his won the acoo-
lades that he has: expect to hear his
nams: in the future as he is a yvoung
and upeoming musicl artist. The or-
chestra provided o sensitive sooom-
paniment and the ausdenos was ap-
precative.

To finish the evening, the auds-
ence wis treated to the classic *Les
Preldes™ by Franz Liszt. The
brass section was exceptional, the
wondwinds outstand 11 1 and the
strings brlhant.

O section that, deserves progss is

ing tribute to its former leade

the percussion sobion The perons:
siomists had no solos on Saturday
night, but they made this perfior
menes affective T'hey isten to the
balance and are there o embsnee
rather than overpower the orchess
It was disappointing to see the
gparse adience in atfendance. Pig
haps it's beenuse of the unstakle
ECOTOTTY 2 penple ane yingioe
back, rrl:ﬂ‘mp.sn s because this pro
gram may kot kave besn as familig
s wore, Repandless of the reason,
muEu:iEwhaimﬂﬂma]mmmil
E;n'lﬁﬁ bevond the realities of th
y-to-day . Experiencn
the level of artistry on Saturday we
worth the effort
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