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Orchestra soloists give
brllllant performances

By LUCIA UNRAU .
info@limanews.com
Lima News correspondent

LIMA — If you haven’t
been to a Lima Symphony
Orchestra concert lately, or
ever, it's time. And if you
have school-age children,
they should go with you.
With new “edgy” marketing
and programming, and con-
tinued performance excel-
lence, the perception of
stuffy and elitist is a thing

' of the past.

Beginning with Benjamin
Britten's “Young Person’s
Guide to the Orchestra,”

.narrated by former LSO

board president, Jim Chiles,
was brilliant programming,
Each instrument family
was introduced and fea-
tured and then combined in
a rousing conclusion.

For the “Thunder and
Lightning  Polka” by
Johann  Strauss, the
podium was taken over by
guest conductor Linda
Burkhalter, another former
I.SO heard president and
winner of last year’s L3O
silent auction bidding for
the honor of conducting.

If anyone thought. this
was going to be a “business
as usual” performance, it
soon became clear that
Burkhalter had brought
sheer joy to the podium.
The audience delighted in
her enjoyment for the job at
hand, and the orchestra was
clearly under her spell as
they followed her direction.

The first half of the pro-
gram closed with Rimsky-
Korsakov's “Capriccio
Espagnol.” This work fea-

.tured the entire orchestra

and the individual solo work
was impressive, although
some of the ensemble work
in this piece and throughout

the first half suffered from
occasional ragged entrances.
Nonetheless, the piece was
glittering and very emoyable
with especially impressive
wind solos and string tex-
tures.

One  individual that
deserves special mention is
principal clarinetist Shannon
Ford. Called upon several
times for solo passages that
involved scalar and extensive
arpeggiated figures, Ford was
stunning in her pyrotechnics
and musicality.

The second half of the
concert was an experience
that was so inspiring that it
virtually transported me to
another realm. The orches-
tra rose to the occasion and
played at a level higher than
many regional orchestras
can attain.

The Violin Concert in D,
Op. 61, by Beethoven, fea-
tured soloist Kurt Nikka-
nen, a student of the Juil-
liard School where he
studied with Dorothy
DeLay. Students of Delay
often play with a distinct
gound, a unique way to
shape a phrase, a certain
stance while performing.
They take command of the
music and communicate it
to the listener in a way that
others cannot. Nikkanen
did not disappoint.

His performance was bril-
liant. He was nimble, with
perfectly well-tuned double

“stops, effortless passagework

and trills, exquisite timing
and pacing of phrases, and
often displaying well-timed,
sudden contrasts of charac-
ter.” Collaboration between
Nikkanen, Beck, and the
L3O was a great example of
a partnership to achieve
beauty and unity,

Saturday night’s concert
was part of the ninth

annual Daniel Pear] World

Music Days, a week set
aside for orchestras around
the world to use the power .

of music to show a commit-

ment to tolerance and
humanity — to bring people:
together. Daniel Pearl, a

slain Wall Street Journal

reporter, was also a musi-
cian who often traveled
with his instruments as a
way of communicating with
a diverse group of people. - -
. As I listened and watched:
Saturday night, and thought .
of the rehearsals where a' -
diverse group of people, all
with different values, opin-
ions, and religious affilia--

tions, gathered together to =~

create something of beauty, I
was reminded of a quotation
seen in another concert:

venue; “Dedicated to World: -

Friendship Through the Uni-.
versal Language of the Arts”.:
Music has the ability to cre-:
ate harmony among people.
The evening offered some-:
thing for everyone. It was
relaxed, with a diverse:
range of repertoire, and
short - injections of humor,
including a short O-H-I-O
cheer to preview the next
L3O concert, Nov. 6, Buck-
eyes and Berlioz. This con-
cert will pay tribute to
OSU-Lima’s 50th anniver-
sary and begin with a tail-
gate party before the con-
cert. Put it on your.
calendar, I know I have,
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You can comment on thls ,
story at www.limaohio.com."




