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TO THE TEACHER

“I would teach children music, physics, and philosophy; but most importantly music,
for the patterns in music and all the arts are the keys to learning.” - Plato

Welcome to the Lima Symphony Orchestra’s Young People’s Concert! Each year, more
than 3,500 school children enjoy learning about and listening to symphonic music by
our full orchestra at live performances designed especially for young people.

This year, we are offering the chance for student artwork to be displayed on screen
during the performance. Students may draw or paint an image relating to Johnny
Appleseed OR the Johnny Appleseed Metro Park District. Artwork sent to
info@limasymphony.com by September 30, 2026 will have the chance to be featured
in the performance!

The Lima Symphony Orchestra performs Young People’s Concerts because we hope to
foster in young students a lifelong love of music and make orchestral music accessible
to all generations.

Music is vital to education, helping students make connections and develop a deeper
understanding and appreciation across a variety of subjects. Studies show that music
education has important benefits, including connections between rhythm skills and
reading comprehension', enhancement of fine motor skills?, improvement in other
academic areas including math?, higher graduation rates*, lower reported lifetime use

' Woodruff Carr K, W.-S.T. and Tierney A, Strait D, Kraus N. “Beat synchronization and speech encoding in
preschoolers: A neural synchrony framework for language development.” Otolaryngology
Symposium. 2014, San Diego, CA.

2 Forgeard, Hyde, and Schlaug, "The Effects of Musical Training on Structural Brain Development A
Longitudinal Study," The Neurosciences and Music lll: Disorders and Plasticity. 2005. Ann. N.Y.

* U.S. Department of Education data on more than 25,000 secondary school students found that
students who report consistent high levels of involvement in instrumental music over the middle
and high school years show "significantly higher levels of mathematics proficiency by grade 12"
(U.S. Department of Education NELLS88 Database)

* The National Association for Music Education. "Music Makes the Grade." The National Association for

Music Education. Accessed February 24, 2015.


mailto:info@limasymphony.com

of illicit substances®, better self-discipline, and better ability to exercise acceptance
and tolerance®. Just as importantly, music can be an escape from the uncertainty many
children face in their everyday life and an opportunity to engage our senses in new and
exciting ways!

We encourage you to share this Young People’s Concert and these accompanying
materials with your students. This year's concert celebrates America’s 250th
anniversary and is a vibrant celebration of the many musical traditions that shape the
American story. We hope that by listening to and exploring the orchestra, you and your
students will be inspired by the rich and varied field that is classical music!

® Presentation to U.S. Congress, 2007, Washington D.C. Invited and arranged by the National Association
of Music Merchants/NAMM, on “The Impact of Music on the Lives of Children and Adolescents.”
& Presentation to U.S. Congress, 2007, Washington D.C. Invited and arranged by the National Association

of Music Merchants/NAMM, on “The Impact of Music on the Lives of Children and Adolescents”



Meet the Composers!

Mark O’Connor (b. 1961)

Mark O’Connor is an American composer - and also a violinist, fiddler, guitarist, and
mandolin player. His music sounds very distinctly American, because his inspiration
comes from America’s musical traditions. These inspirations include bluegrass, country,
folk, and classical music.

He was born in Seattle, and has been interested in music since he was very young. He
studied with fiddler Benny Thomasson and jazz violin player Stéphane Grappelli. By the
time he was twelve years old, Mark O'Connor had the opportunity to perform at the
Grand Ole Opry. In addition to performing and writing music, O'Connor is also an
educator whose string method combines classical traditions with American folk
traditions.

You can read more about Mark O'Connor here: https://www.markoconnor.com/bio

Duke Ellington (1899-1974)

Duke Ellington was born in 1899 in Washington DC, as Edward Kennedy Ellington. He
had the nickname Duke from an early age. His mother enrolled him in piano lessons, but
he was more interested in playing baseball when he was young. However, when he was
a teenager, he began to take the piano more seriously.

He began writing and performing music, and formed bands, becoming very in-demand.
He was important in developing ‘big band jazz’ which was a type of jazz music involving
many musicians. A highlight of his career was his Carnegie Hall premiere in 1943, which
included the piece ‘Black, Brown, and Beige.’ This piece is a huge accomplishment in
storytelling through music, and is considered a landmark in American music and you
will read more about it later!

You can read more about Duke Ellington here:
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Duke-Ellington/399439
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George Whitefield Chadwick (1854-1931)

George Whitefield Chadwick was born in Massachusetts in 1854, and his family did not
encourage him to study music! However, he was determined to study music, and went
to school for music at the New England Conservatory (in Boston) and then to Leipzig,
Germany, to study at their Royal Conservatory. He came back to the United States and
was the director of the New England Conservatory for over thirty years, where he had
quite a bit of influence over classical music in America.

Chadwick’s music is interesting because he was influenced by German Romantic
composers, but he was also influenced by American folk music. This made his music
unique, and inspired later American composers like George Gershwin and Aaron
Copland - both very important in American music and who wrote music you have
probably heard before in movies, commercials, and elsewhere!

Read more here:
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/George-Whitefield-Chadwick/319176

John Williams (b. 1932)

John Williams was born in New York, and his family moved to Los Angeles while he was
still growing up. He studied both composition and piano, and served in the United
States Air Force. He eventually moved to Hollywood, and collaborated with movie
director Steven Spielberg. Williams is known for being able to use music to enhance
storytelling in movies.

He wrote music for movies including Jaws, Star Wars, Harry Potter, Indiana Jones, and
more.

Even if you have never heard of John Williams before, you have probably heard his
music!

You can read more about John Williams here:
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/John-Williams/314218
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About the Music!

To listen to the music in advance, check out our playlist!
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2X6kbhogHE0RoTOoV8t2hu?si=MnocxDNhTpe419gNvgCfh
Q

Opening from Jubilee from ‘Symphonic Sketches’ by George Whitefield Chadwick

The 'Symphonic Sketches’ by George Whitefield Chadwick are four musical pieces,
each representing a different mood or a different setting. At the concert, we will hear
the first ‘'Symphonic Sketch,” which Chadwick called “Jubilee.”

A jubilee is a celebration, usually a celebration of an anniversary.

For each of his four ‘'Symphonic Sketches,” Chadwick wrote a brief poem telling the
listeners what inspired the music. For “Jubilee,” he wrote:

No cool gray tones for me!

Give me the warmest red and green,
A cornet and a tambourine,

To paint my Jubilee!

The music that you will hear from “Jubilee” today is a fanfare, which means that it will
be short and lively, like a celebration.

Johnny Appleseed Suite by Mark O’'Connor

The music from the Johnny Appleseed Suite started out as the soundtrack to a movie
about the life and legend of Johnny Appleseed. This music describes both the true
history of Johnny Appleseed as well as some of the legends about him. You'll hear
classical music, but you'll also hear the influence of traditional American folk and fiddle
music. The four movements from this suite are called Marching Along the Ohio
Frontier, Johnny’s Apple Pie, Three Angel Brides, and The Life and Times of Johnny
Appleseed. Together, this music tells the story of the life and legend of Johnny
Appleseed.


https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2X6kbhogH60RoTOoV8t2hu?si=MnocxDNhTpe419qNvgCfhQ
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2X6kbhogH60RoTOoV8t2hu?si=MnocxDNhTpe419qNvgCfhQ

Johnny Appleseed was a real person, born as John Chapman in 1774. He planted apple
trees throughout Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana. His work influenced the landscape of
the Midwest as we know it today.

For example, Shawnee Middle School has a tree in front of it that is a direct descendant
of a tree planted by Johnny Appleseed. His influence over our local area is so great that
Lima’'s Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District is named after him. As you look out
at the trees in your area, it is possible that they were planted by Johnny Appleseed, or
that the trees are descended from trees that Johnny Appleseed planted many years
ago.

Selections from Black, Brown, and Beige by Duke Ellington
1. Black

Duke Ellington was an American jazz musician and composer. In Black, Brown, and
Beige, Duke Ellington takes jazz music and combines it with classical music to tell a
story. The story Ellington wanted to tell was the story of African American people in
the United States, from their arrival through the present day (1943, when the piece was
written). The first movement, Black, which you will hear at the concert, tells of the
arrival of enslaved Africans to America until the Revolutionary War era.

The music opens with drums, showing African musical traditions, and then moves into
‘Work Song." ‘Work Song' represents the hardship and toil of slavery - when Black slaves
were forced to work long, hard days. This piece ends with ‘Come Sunday,” which
represents Sunday, a day when slaves would not always be forced to work all day. This
part of the music represents rest, religion, and reflection.

Black, Brown, and Beige had its first performance at Carnegie Hall in 194 3. Because it is
such a unique piece of music, people who were expecting it to be either jazz music or
classical music didn't quite know what to make of it, since it doesn't fit neatly into
either genre. Over time, people began to recognize how important this piece of music
is and it is now considered a landmark in American music.

The Throne Room from Star Wars Suite by John Williams
The music you will hear from the Star Wars suite is written by composer John Williams.

John Williams is best known for writing film scores. This music is from the Star Wars
movies, and if you have seen these movies, you will probably recognize the music! This



music emphasizes the story that is being told in the movies. It uses the whole orchestra
to create moods and emotions that enhance the drama.

This music also opens with a fanfare and is very ceremonial. When this music plays
during the movie, Luke Skywalker and Han Solo are receiving medals for their heroic
deeds. What does John Williams write in the music to help convey this triumphant
scene?



Meet the Artists!

THE CONDUCTOR - Yaniv Segal

Yaniv Segal is a versatile conductor, composer, and artist who is “redefining classical
music” (Esquire Magazine). In 2025, he was named Artistic Director and Principal
Conductor of Orchestra Indiana, while he also currently serves as Music Director of the
Salina Symphony and Director of Orchestral Training at the Robert McDuffie Center for
Strings. A former Assistant Conductor of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and Naples
Philharmonic, Segal has assisted at the New York Philharmonic and collaborated with
performers ranging from Yitzhak Perlman to the Beach Boys. Guest appearances
include the Minnesota Orchestra, Kansai Philharmonic, Sinfonietta Cracovia, and
Beethoven Academy Orchestra. Since 2023, Segal has been co-developing American
Patriots, a new theatrical song cycle examining patriotism and the current lived
American experience from Indigenous, Black, white working class, and new American
perspectives.

THE LIMA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

The Lima Symphony Orchestra connects our region through the power of live music.
We bring exciting performances and educational programs to audiences of all ages in
Lima, Allen County, and the surrounding counties as well. The Lima Symphony
performs five Grand Series concerts, two Young People’'s Concerts, one Family
Concert, one Candlelight, and one pops concert in Lima every year!

We also present kid-friendly programs such as Mornings with the Maestro at the Lima
Public Library, and Symphony Storytimes in counties all around Allen County. Lima
Symphony musicians also travel to schools to help share the love of music with local
students!

The musicians who play with the Lima Symphony Orchestra come from all over the
region. Some of them live in the Lima area, while many others come from places like
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Fort Wayne, Toledo, and Ann Arbor. Many musicians
travel long distances to play concerts with different orchestras because they love what
they do so much.

Modo Media
Modo Media is a full-service design and video agency in Northwest Ohio.



Our team combines artistic communications, comprehensive advertising campaigns,
and client care to make your ideas go. We are creative genies who don't stop at three
wishes.

From stunning websites to visual narratives, our content sparks action while being
conscious of each community’s well-being. Designs don't stop at an organization's
walls. Neither should the community impact.

Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District

For more than five decades, the Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District has
worked to preserve, protect, and celebrate the natural and cultural resources of Allen
County while creating opportunities for people of all ages to experience the outdoors.
Established in the early 1970s, the Park District grew from a community vision for a
healthier, more vibrant Allen County into an extensive system of parks, trails, natural
areas, educational facilities, and historic sites.

Today, the Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District encompasses 17 park locations
throughout Allen County, offering residents and visitors opportunities to explore
woodlands, wetlands, prairies, waterways, historic landscapes, and recreational spaces.
More than 30 miles of trails connect people with the region’s natural beauty, while
activities including hiking, biking, fishing, boating, camping, birding, archery, disc golf,
horseback riding, geocaching, and nature play provide countless ways to enjoy the
outdoors.

From its earliest park properties to the diverse system enjoyed today, the Johnny
Appleseed Metropolitan Park District has been shaped by generations of community
support, dedicated staff, volunteers, conservationists, and local partners. Its work
reflects a continuing commitment to enriching lives, conserving natural resources, and
ensuring that the landscapes and outdoor experiences enjoyed today remain available
for generations to come.
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OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Art - and a chance for your artwork to be featured onstage!

Draw or paint an image relating to Johnny Appleseed OR the Johnny Appleseed Metro
Park District. This can show your imagination of what Johnny Appleseed looked like or
what he was doing, or it can relate to nature or apple trees, or can be a specific location
that you know and love from the Johnny Appleseed Metro Park District.

Send your artwork to info@limasymphony.com by September 30, 2026 for the chance
for it to be featured in the performancel!

Writing Topics

1. Students can write a pre-concert and post-concert journal following the
prompts below. You can use the “What Happens at an Orchestra Concert” sheet
for pre-writing guidance.

a. Pre-write:
i.  What are you expecting the orchestra concert to be like?
il.  How are you feeling about attending the orchestra?
ili.  Is there anything special you are looking forward to?
iv. Isthere anything that you are not looking forward to?
v. What questions do you have about the orchestra?
b. Reflection:
i.  What was the orchestra concert actually like? Did it match what
you thought it would be like, or was it different?
il.  What did you like about the concert?
iii.  What didn't you like about the concert?
iv.  What questions do you still have about the orchestra?

11
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Know, Want to know, Learn!
Create a KWL chart - following the steps below:
e Students will write out what they already know about Johnny Appleseed.
e Students will write out what they want to know about Johnny Appleseed.
e Students will research.
o Britannica Kids article can be found here:
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/Johnny-Appleseed/272917
e Students will write out what they learned about Johnny Appleseed through their
research.

Meet The Instruments - See info pages and worksheet at back of packet
Black, Brown, and Beige: additional listening links

Listen to gospel singer Mahalia Jackson sing ‘Come Sunday’ from the end of the first
movement, ‘Black’ in Black, Brown, and Beige

https://open.spotify.com/track/61MIxK5iTUfABhAAmMYyrr38?si=5e26edb1cObf40ba

Compare/contrast the recording with Mahalia Jackson with the Buffalo Philharmonic’s
performance of ‘Black’ beginning at about 5.55 in the recording here:
https://open.spotify.com/track/4dY2UZEE4|nBhG710sUztZ?si=b92d0c81f01b4f6b

For further discussion, (more appropriate for older high school students) music scholar
Greg Thomas discusses Black, Brown, and Beige's legacy here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5iDJJS90oYM

12
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WHAT HAPPENS AT AN ORCHESTRA CONCERT?

The order below reflects what typically happens at a live orchestra concert.

1) The Orchestra Warms Up

Before the concert begins, you will see orchestra musicians walking onto the stage
with their instruments, taking their seats, and warming up by playing their
instruments. This is similar to how athletes warm up before games by stretching,
jogging, or drills.

2) The Concertmaster Arrives

The concertmaster is the first violin player. The concertmaster sits to the left side of
the conductor and has a very important job. They assist the conductor by helping
with important musical decisions, and they are the leader of the string sections.

3) The Orchestra Tunes

After the concertmaster arrives, they stand in front of the orchestra to signal to the
principal oboe that it is time to tune. The oboe plays a note (A), and everyone in the
orchestra plays the same note to match the pitch and make sure their instruments
are in tune with each other.

4) The Conductor Arrives
Once the orchestra has tuned, the conductor walks onto the stage and greets the
orchestra and audience. The conductor is the musical leader of the orchestra.

5) The Conductor Leads the Orchestra

When the conductor raises their arms, the musicians know that it is time to begin.
The conductor uses their baton, arms, and hands, and other non-verbal gestures to
lead the musicians through the performance.

6) Applause and Bows

Once the music ends, it is time to clap! The conductor will acknowledge the
musicians during applause. The conductor may specially point out musicians who
play solo parts.

7) The Concert Ends
Once the concert is over, the conductor leaves the stage, and the musicians begin
putting their instruments away. Now it is time for you to head back to school too!

13



THE ORCHESTRA
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A symphony orchestra is made up of about 60-80 musicians. The instruments are
grouped in four different instrument families: strings, woodwinds, brass, and
percussion. The orchestra is led by a conductor, who stands facing the orchestra on a

podium. The conductor reads music from a score and directs the musicians using a
baton and other non-verbal cues.



The Woodwind Family

The orchestra’s woodwind family includes instruments made out of both wood and
metal. All the instruments make sound by blowing air (wind) through them. Some of the
instruments from this group, like the clarinet, oboe, and bassoon, use a reed, which is a
small piece of cane (like wood). Have you ever held a piece of grass between your
thumbs and tried to blow air through it? A reed works the same way.

Saxophones are another member of the woodwind family, although you don't often see
them in orchestras! You will hear a saxophone in the orchestra for the Duke Ellington
piece, Black, Brown, and Beige. Saxophones are very often found in jazz music.
Saxophones also use reeds to make sound.

Saxophone
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The Brass Family

Trombone

The instruments in the brass family are made up of different kinds of metal. Each of
these instruments has a flared bell at the end and uses a mouthpiece that the players
buzz their lips into. The instruments of the brass section include trumpets, horns,
trombones, and tubas.
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The Percussion Family

2

Snare drum

Xylophone

Timpani

The percussion family is the biggest family of instruments, and includes many different
kinds of instruments that you can scrape, hit, and shake. Today you will be hearing
xylophones, snare drums, cymbals, and timpani..and more! Look towards the back of
the orchestra and see how many percussion instruments you can find!
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The String Family

Violi
et Viola

. Cello Bass

Harp

The string family is made up of five different instruments: the violin, viola, cello, double
bass, and harp. These instruments are all similar because they are all made from wood
and played by bowing or plucking a string. The violin, viola, cello, and bass all have four
strings and use a bow, which is made out of wood and horsehair (real horse hair - from
the tail of the horse) The harp is quite large and has 47 strings and 7 pedals!
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The Instruments!
Fill in the correct instrument or family of instruments that goes with each clue,
using the vocabulary given below.

1. This family of instruments is made out of metal. Sound is created when
players buzz their lips into the mouthpiece of the instrument.

2. This instrument has 47 different strings!

3. This woodwind instrument is not always part of the orchestra, and is often
found in jazz music.

4. This family of instruments creates sound when strings are plucked or
bowed.

5. This family of instruments are made of wood or metal, and create sound
when air is blown through them.

6. This part of an instrument is a small piece of cane used by several
members of the woodwind family of instruments.

7. This family of instruments creates sounds by the musician scraping,
hitting, or shaking them. This family includes instruments such as the
snare drum, cymbal, xylophone, or timpani!

VOCABULARY BANK:
Harp, Reed, Woodwind Family, Brass Family, Saxophone, String Family,
Percussion Family
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Helpful Vocabulary!

Acknowledge - saying thank you or recognizing someone’s work

Audience - group of people watching a concert or performance

Band - group of musicians who play music together

Baton - stick that a conductor uses to show music speed and emotions to help the orchestra play
music together

Bluegrass - An American genre of music played with instruments like the banjo, fiddle, and guitar
Bow - part of a string instrument like violin, viola, cello, or bass, that is a stick made of wood with
horsehair attached to it.

Bowing - sliding a bow across an instrument’s strings to make sound

Classical Music - Music that is often played by an orchestra, and written down by a composer.
Collaborate - to work together

Conductor - the leader of the orchestra, who uses hand gestures or a baton to make sure everyone
stays together as they play, and provides the musical vision for the piece.

Composer - a person who comes up with and writes their own songs and music

Concertmaster - the first violin player who sits at the front, helps tune the orchestra, and helps lead
the string sections

Conservatory - a special school for students who want to learn a specific skill, like music

Country - a popular style of music that features instruments like guitar, and often tells stories
Fanfare - a short, lively piece of music that often features brass instruments

Fiddler - someone who plays folk, bluegrass, or other traditional music on the violin

Film Scores - music made for a movie to help tell the story

Folk Music - traditional music passed down through generations

Genre - a type or category of music

Guitarist - a person who plays guitar

Instrument Family - a group of instruments that make sound in similar ways

Jazz - a genre of music invented by African Americans in New Orleans, known for swing beats and
improvisation, or making up music on the spot.

Jubilee - a joyful celebration, especially of an anniversary

Leitmotif - a special melody that represents a specific scene, mood, or character

Mandolin - a small string instrument that is found in American folk music (and other music)
Mouthpiece - the part of an instrument that you use to blow air through

Musicians - people who make music!

Orchestra - a specific group of musicians and instruments that play together. See diagram on p. 14

Pitch - how high or low a sound is

Plucking - using your fingers to pull a string on an instrument to make sound

Reed - a thin piece (or pieces) of wood that vibrates to make sound

Romantic - a time in Classical Music history when music expressed huge, dramatic feelings

Score - the book of music that the conductor uses to see all the instruments’ music at the same time
Soundtrack - music that goes along with a movie or video game

String Method - a book written with lessons to teach someone how to play a string instrument

Suite - a piece of music that contains several smaller pieces or sections of music

Violinist - someone who plays violin
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